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Introduction to the Persian Journal of Agroecology

It is very appropriate that a new Journal of Agroecology has appeared in a part of the world that
history tells us is where some of the earliest organized crop farmers and animal managers in the
world first began their work. The traditional farmers of the Persian region are famous for their
ability to design and manage sustainable agroecosystems, making them some of the first
agroecologists. Their extensive knowledge about water conservation, dryland farming, irrigation,
crop and animal domestication, to name a just few of their abilities, have long served as models of
wise natural resource management under limiting environmental conditions.

Traditional agroecosystems have developed in the region that are complex systems of
interrelated activities focused on the work of each household unit, and their relationships with local
communities. Crop farming, animal husbandry, and local handicrafts all combine to provide year-
round participation of the entire family. A large variety of animal and plant products, available
throughout the year, provide food security that withstands major environmental limitation
(especially from drought) and socio-economic uncertainty (especially from market fluctuations).
But perhaps most importantly, many farmers of the region live and work within the limitations of
the ecological backdrop within which they are located, using local resources and inputs. The
ecological and social sustainability of agriculture in such systems is strongly interdependent.

But modern agriculture in the region, as in most parts of the world today, is rapidly displacing
this local, traditional knowledge. New sources of energy and technology, most often dependent on
non-renewable and costly external inputs, have helped raise yields dramatically. A strong focus
has been placed on production for distribution to distant markets that are not in touch with the local
understanding of the limits to agroecosystem design and management.

Over the past few decades, the long-term costs and liabilities of the introduction of these modern
farming techniques have been documented. Soil and water degradation, loss of agricultural
biodiversity, contamination of air and water by pesticides and fertilizers, and increased pest and
disease resistance to agrichemicals, are just a few of the environmental problems faced by
agriculture today. And the loss of productive agricultural land to urban and industrial development,
the displacement of farmers from the land to the cities, and the frequent hunger and poverty in rural
regions have become all too common problems on the social side of agriculture.

This journal offers a forum for the re-building of a sustainable agriculture for the region. Using
the ecological concepts and principles, local agroecologists can provided a firm foundation for
designing and managing the sustainable agriculture of the future. On the one hand, agroecological
studies of traditional agriculture can point out the strengths and values of local knowledge. On the
other hand, an agroecological analysis of modern agriculture can point out both the strengths as well
as the weaknesses of new technologies. A combination of local knowledge and new understanding,
all tested by an analysis of sustainability, can once again provide the natural resource conserving,
economically sound, and socially equitable agriculture needed for the future.

I congratulate Dr. Alireza Koocheki and Dr. Reza Ghorbani of the Faculty of Agriculture at
Ferdowsi University in Mashhad, Iran, for this big step forward for agroecology and sustainable
food systems. They are both pioneers in this field and a valuable example for students and farmers
of the region.

Steve Gliessman
Ruth and Alfred Heller Professor of Agroecology
University of California, Santa Cruz
March 2010
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